Customary Usage for the Chapel of the Apostles

The Daily Office

Morning Prayer
-Personnel are vested in cassock and surplice.  The tippet, being a mark of clerical status, may be worn by any ordained person.  Those with hoods marking degrees they have received, a symbol of academic status, may wear them.

-The reader and officiant (and preacher, if there is a sermon) process from the baptistery of the chapel, with the reader leading and the officiant at the rear.  They line up two (or three) abreast in a row even with their seats.  They reverence the altar, then take their seats. 
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Fig. 1: Seating of the ministers at the Daily Office.

-The officiant leads the service from the chair.  The readings and sermon are delivered from the ambo/pulpit.

-Morning prayer is chanted on Thursdays; it is said on other days.

-The canticles at morning prayer are sung on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.

-The service begins with a sentence of scripture and the versicle, “Lord, open our lips,” except on Fridays outside of Easter season (and on Wednesdays in Lent), when it begins with a sentence and the confession of sin.  All kneel for the confession.  The officiant reads the absolution, using the appropriate form for her/his order. All then stand for the versicle.

-All sit for the psalter.

-The lessons are announced without citation of chapter and verse.  The reading is followed with silence, rather than one of the concluding formulae.

-The sermon follows the second lesson, before the canticle, on Wednesdays.

-The creed follows the second canticle.

-All remain standing for the prayers

-The officiant selects the form of the Lord’s prayer.

-Suffrages A is used on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, while suffrages B is used on Tuesdays and Thursdays; with the exception that this pattern may be varied for the chanted services.

-The officiant reads the collect of the day, using the collect of the day from the prayer book, if indicated, or from Holy Women Holy Men when appropriate, and otherwise using the collect of the preceding Sunday if there is no collect proper to the day.

-The officiant then reads another collect from the prayer book service, using the collect appropriate to the day of the week on Sundays, Fridays, and Saturdays, and using “Renewal of Life” on Mondays, “Peace” on Tuesdays, “Grace” on Wednesdays, and “Guidance” on Thursdays.

-The first prayer for mission (“Almighty and everlasting God...”) is used on Mondays and Wednesdays, the second (“O God...” is used on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and the third (“Lord Jesus Christ...”) is used on Fridays.

-When time allows, an office hymn is sung on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  For the office hymn to be sung, the prayer for mission must be completed by 8:35 a.m.

-After the hymn (or the prayer for mission, if there is no hymn), the officiant reads the Anglican cycle and the seminary cycle of prayer.  The presiding bishop and the chancellor of the university are remembered by name. The officiant then invites the prayers of the assembly.  The prayers are concluded by the versicle and response, “Lord in your (thy) mercy/ Hear our prayer.”  The officiant then reads the prayer for the school (appendix 1).

-The General Thanksgiving is normally used, followed by “Let us bless the Lord” and one of three concluding sentences of scripture.  On occasion, the officiant may say the Prayer of St. Chrysostom in place of the General Thanksgiving.

-The vested personnel line up, reverence the altar together, turn, and process out in the same manner as their entry.

Evening Prayer

-Personnel are vested in cassock and surplice.  The tippet, being a mark of clerical status, may be worn by any ordained person.  Those with (earned) hoods, a symbol of academic status, may wear them.

-The reader and officiant process in that order from the baptistery of the chapel.  They line up in the same manner as at morning prayer, reverence together, and move to their seats (see fig. 1, above).  All remain standing for the start of the service.

-The officiant leads the service from the chair.  The readings and sermon are delivered from the ambo/pulpit.

-Evening prayer is sung on Mondays and on the eve of certain major feasts, as indicated in the rota; it is said on other days.

-The service begins with a sentence of scripture and the versicle, “O God, make speed to save us.”  

-All sit for the psalter.

-The lessons are announced without citation of chapter and verse.  The reading is followed with silence, rather than one of the concluding formulae.

-All remain standing for the prayers.

-The officiant selects the form of the Lord’s prayer

-Suffrages A is used on Mondays and Wednesdays, while suffrages B is used on Tuesdays and Fridays; with the exception that this pattern may be altered for chanted services.

-The officiant reads the collect of the day, using the collect of the day from the prayer book, if indicated, or from Holy Women Holy Men if appropriate, and otherwise using the collect of the preceding Sunday if there is no collect proper to the day.

-The officiant then reads another collect from the prayer book service, using the collect appropriate to the day of the week on Sundays, Fridays, and Saturdays, and using “Peace” on Mondays, “Aid against perils” on Tuesdays, “Protection” or “Presence of Christ” (officiant’s choice) on Wednesdays.

-The first prayer for mission (“O God and Father of all...”) is used on Mondays and Wednesdays, the second (“Keep watch...”) is used on Tuesdays, and the third (“O God...”) is used on Fridays.

-After the prayer for mission, the officiant invites the prayers of the assembly.  This is concluded by the versicle and response, “Lord in your (thy) mercy/ Hear our prayer.”  

-The General Thanksgiving is used, followed by “Let us bless the Lord” and one of three concluding sentences of scripture. On occasion, the officiant may say the Prayer of St. Chrysostom in place of the General Thanksgiving.

-The vested personnel line up, reverence the altar together, turn, and process out in the same manner as their entry.

The Eucharist

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays

-Personnel are vested in albs.  Clergy wear stoles appropriate to their order, and the presider wears the chasuble. 

-The server, reader, [student preacher,] and presider process in that order from the baptistery of the chapel.  They line up in front of the altar, reverence together, and move to their seats (see fig. 3).  All remain standing for the start of the service.
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Fig. 3: Seating of the ministers at a noon eucharist.

-The presider leads the pro-anaphora from the chair.  The readings and sermon are delivered from the ambo/pulpit.

-The Gloria is generally not used for ordinary weekdays and lesser feasts.

-The cycle of lesser feasts is ordinarily observed, except in Lent.  When there is no lesser feast, the seasonally appropriate daily eucharistic lectionary in Holy Women Holy Men is used.  In Lent, the lesser feast is not used.  The daily Lenten lectionary in Holy Women Holy Men is used, and the saint may be mentioned at the prayers of the people or in the eucharistic prayer (if using prayer B or D), and the saint’s collect may be used as the concluding collect after the prayers of the people.

-When a major feast falls on a Monday, Tuesday, or Friday, the feast is observed.*

-The lessons are announced without citation of chapter and verse.  The reading is followed with the concluding formula, “The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.”

-The homily is limited to four minutes. On Mondays, a student preaches.  At the Spanish-language eucharist on alternate Tuesdays, a student may be asked to preach.
-The Nicene Creed is reserved to Sundays and other major feasts.

-The reader leads the prayers of the people from the chair.

-The confession is said, except in Easter season.

-The server prepares the table by placing on it the corporal, and then the bookstand and altar book.  The server then places the cup on the table.  The presider then steps behind the altar and receives the bread and wine from members of the congregation, placing the bread and wine on the altar.  The presider partially fills the chalice and replaces the flagon on the altar.  The server brings a vessel containing water to the presider.  Water is added to both cup and flagon, and the vessel containing water is returned to the server. 

-The server washes the presider’s hands, if the lavabo is desired.

-The presider chooses the eucharistic prayer.  Ordinarily, prayer A is used in Lent, B in other seasons, with D used on occasion.  Prayer C may be used at the celebrant’s discretion.

-After the presider makes the first tear in the bread, the server brings her/him the additional chalice.

-The presider need not perform the entire action of tearing the bread for consumption at the fraction. The presider fills the chalice.  When this entire action is finished, the presider says the fraction anthem.

-The presider communicates her/himself, then communicates the server and reader.

-Communion is at a station in front of the altar, with the presider distributing bread at the center and the reader and server administering the cup, each several feet apart on either side of the presider.

-When the distribution is completed, the presider and reader place their implements on the credence table and return to their seats.  The server clears the altar (leaving behind the altar book if the presider desires to say the postcommunion and blessing from the altar).

-All stand for the postcommunion prayer.  The presider may lead the postcommunion prayer and say the blessing either from the chair or from the altar.

-The appropriate seasonal blessing is used, if applicable.

-The dismissal follows after the blessing.

-All reverence and depart in the same fashion as they entered.

*For major feasts on a Monday, Tuesday, or Friday, these modifications may be used:

-A deacon is added to the personnel.  The deacon sits in the chair to the presider’s right. The server sits in a chair near the credence table.

-The deacon and preacher move to the ambo as described in the section on the Wednesday eucharist below.

-The setting of the table follows the pattern on Wednesdays.  

-The deacon serves as a chalice bearer, along with the reader, while the presider distributes bread.

Public Service of Healing (alternate Tuesdays)

-The format of the service follows that found in the Book of Occasional Services.

-All vest and enter according to the directions for an ordinary noon eucharist (described above).

-The presider leads the pro-anaphora from the chair.  The readings and sermon are delivered from the ambo/pulpit.

-The opening acclamation is followed by the collect of the day.

-The proper of the day is used for the readings, as described in the section on the noon eucharist (above). When a major feast falls on a Monday, Tuesday, or Friday, the feast is observed.*

-The lessons are announced without citation of chapter and verse.  The reading is followed with the concluding formula, “The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.”

-The homily is restricted to two minutes.  This is a crucial restriction, due to the overall length of the service.

-The Nicene Creed is reserved to Sundays and other major feasts.

-The reader leads the Litany of Healing from the chair (in place of the usual prayers of the people), and the presider uses a concluding collect from the Book of Occasional Services.

-The confession is said, except in Easter season.

-The server places the vial of the oil of the sick atop a folded purificator on the altar.  The presider pours a bit of the oil into the lid, which functions as an anointing bowl.  This action is done at the altar, in full view of the congregation.

-The presider crosses to the floor in front of the altar, with the server following, and invites those desiring the laying on of hands to come forward.

-The anthem is said as the people come forward.

-The “strong tower” blessing is said over the gathered people.

-The server holds the anointing bowl for the presider while the presider dips her/his thumb.  The presider imposes hands upon and anoints those coming forward.

-The peace is exchanged.  The anointing bowl and vial are returned to the credence table.  

-The offertory, eucharistic prayer, and distribution follow the guidelines for the noon eucharist listed above.

-All stand for the postcommunion prayer, which is drawn from the Public Service of Healing in the Book of Occasional Services.  The presider may lead the postcommunion prayer and say the blessing either from the chair or from the altar.

-The blessing from the Public Service of Healing in the Book of Occasional Services is used; the dismissal follows.

-All reverence and depart in the same fashion as they entered. 

Wednesday Eucharist

-Personnel, except for the assigned reader, are vested in albs.  Clergy wear stoles appropriate to their order, and the presider wears the chasuble. 

-The reader sits in the congregation, in reasonable proximity to the ambo.

-The order of procession is as follows:

crucifer/server

torch
torch

 [lay preacher]

[supernumerary clergy, if any]

deacon

[assisting presbyter, if preaching or concelebrating]

presider

-The crucifer, trailed by the two torch-bearers, process up the center aisle to the altar, passing to the right of the altar and up the steps to the alcove at right.  The crucifer and torch-bearers place their equipment in the niche and move to their seats.

-The preacher, deacon, and presider line up in front of the altar, reverence together, and move to their seats (see fig. 4). All remain standing for the start of the service.
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Fig. 4 The seating of the ministers at the Wednesday eucharist

-The presider leads the pro-anaphora from the chair.  The readings and sermon are delivered from the ambo/pulpit.

-The presider may wish the deacon to hold the book for her/him at the chair.

-Details of service music, readings, etc. are planned in advance and are found in the service leaflet.

-Readings may follow those of the day (if it is a lesser feast) or those of the Sunday lectionary for the preceding Sunday, except on major feasts (in which case the major feast's propers are always used). These determinations are made well in advance.

-The lessons are announced without citation of chapter and verse.  The reading is followed with the concluding formula, “The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.”

-For the reading of the gospel, both deacon and preacher walk from the chair to the area of the ambo.  The preacher stands back from the ambo while the deacon reads the gospel.  The deacon sits in a nearby chair (reserved for the purpose) during the sermon.  Both return together to the chair after the sermon.

-The Nicene Creed is ordinarily reserved to Sundays and other major feasts.

-The deacon leads the prayers of the people from his/her seat.

-The confession is said, except in Easter season when it is always omitted.

-The deacon prepares the table, receiving items brought to her/him from the credence table by the server.  The server brings them in the following order: corporal, book (and bookstand), cup.  Persons from the congregation bring forward the bread and wine, giving them directly to the deacon.  The server brings water, and the deacon prepares the cup and flagon before returning the water to the server. 

-The server washes the presider’s hands, if the lavabo is desired, as well as those of any concelebrants.

-After the presider makes the first tear in the bread, the server brings the presider and any concelebrants the additional paten(s) and the deacon the additional chalices.  The deacon fills the chalices, while the presider and any concelebrants tear the bread.

-The clergy need not perform the entire action of tearing the bread for consumption at the fraction. If the fraction anthem is to be said, rather than sung, this is done when the entire action is finished.

-The presider communicates her/himself, then concelebrants communicate themselves, and they then communicate the deacon.  The clergy then communicate the assisting laity.

-After receiving their implements, the clergy and assistants turn to face the choir and communicate them from stations on the floor behind the altar.  As soon as the choir has received, the clergy and assistants move to the front of the altar.

-Communion of the assembly is at stations on the floor in front of the altar, with the presider and a concelebrating presbyter distributing bread at the center.  In the absence of another minister in presbyteral orders, the deacon distributes bread.  The server, deacon, and torch bearers (and a lay preacher, if any) administer the cup, stationing themselves outboard of those distributing bread and standing several feet apart.

-Ministers of communion replenish their own patens and chalices from any additional, consecrated bread and wine at the altar.  In the event that they run out and there is no additional, consecrated bread and wine on the altar, they get the attention of the presider and a sacristan.  The sacristan procures additional bread and wine from the sacristy and brings it to the altar, where the presider uses the form for “additional consecration” in the Altar Book.  This situation should not normally arise.

 -When the distribution is completed, all place their implements on the credence table and return to their seats, except the torch-bearers, who proceed directly to the alcove where their torches have been hung.  The deacon, assisted by the server, clears the altar (leaving behind the altar book if the presider desires to say the postcommunion and blessing from the altar).  The server goes to the alcove to collect the cross.

-All stand for the postcommunion prayer.  The presider may lead the postcommunion prayer and say the blessing either from the chair or from the altar.

-The appropriate seasonal blessing is used, if applicable.  The deacon immediately follows with the dismissal.

-All depart on the final hymn.  The torches and crucifer leave from the alcove at the start of the second stanza of the hymn.  They pause in the center aisle five feet before the altar, facing towards the west door.  As the crucifer passes them, the clergy move to the front of the altar and reverence it with a bow.  Once the clergy have bowed, the crucifer leads the procession (in the same order that it entered) down the center aisle into the narthex, entering the sacristy from the door in the narthex. 

Thursdays

-Thursdays are planned by a student committee, in consultation with the liturgics faculty, subject to the approval of the ordinary of the chapel (the dean), or the sub-dean of the chapel.  Students preach at the Thursday eucharist.

Seasonal Matters

The Daily Office

Season after Pentecost

-No seasonal variants from the norm.

Advent

-In 2011-12, we will use Rite I at morning and evening prayer.  [The use of Rite 1 begins on the Monday following St. Martin’s day: Monday, November 14, in 2011.]

Epiphany Season

-No seasonal variants from the norm.

Lent

-The confession is said at morning prayer on Wednesdays as well as Fridays.

-The collects of lesser feasts are not used in the daily office; the collect of the day is found in the Lenten eucharistic lectionary in Holy Women Holy Men.

Holy Week

-The confession is said at morning prayer on Wednesday.

-At morning prayer, the third prayer for mission (“Lord Jesus Christ...”) is used.

-There is no daily office on Good Friday.

Easter

-The confession is not used in morning prayer.

-Pascha Nostrum is used as the Invitatory at morning prayer throughout the season.

The Eucharist

Season after Pentecost

-Gloria at Wednesday eucharists and major feasts; optional Thursdays; otherwise, use Kyrie or Trisagion.

-Eucharistic Prayer B or D is typically used on Wednesdays and Thursdays;  prayers A, B, and D are preferred, although C is possible, on other weekdays.

Advent

-In 2011-12, we will use Rite I in Advent for all services except Thursday evening eucharists. [The use of Rite 1 begins on the Monday following St. Martin’s day: Monday, November 14, in 2011.]

-The Gloria is suppressed: use either Kyrie or Trisagion.

-The ordinary opening acclamation is used (“Blessed be God..”).

-Eucharistic prayer I or II is used on Wednesdays; eucharistic prayer II is used on other days, not least for reasons of brevity.

-The seasonal blessing from the Book of Occasional Services (BOS) is used.

Epiphany Season

-Gloria in excelsis is used at Wednesday eucharists and major feasts and optional on Thursdays; otherwise, we use Kyrie or Trisagion.

-Eucharistic prayer B is typically used.

-Preface of Epiphany is used throughout the season (except on feast days).

-The four-part seasonal blessing is used through the Sunday after Epiphany in years A and B, or the Second Sunday after Epiphany in year C.  The shorter form seasonal blessing may be used throughout the season, if desired.

Lent

-The Daily Lenten lectionary in Holy Women Holy Men is used (not the minor feasts).

-If a minor feast falls on a given day, that saint’s collect may be used as the collect after the prayers of the people on that day.

-Only St Matthias, St Joseph, and the Annunciation are observed as saints’ days in Lent.*

-The Gloria is suppressed; the Kyrie or Trisagion is used.

-The confession of sin may not be omitted.

-Eucharistic prayer A is typically used.

-The first preface for Lent is used through the week of 3 Lent; the second preface is used thereafter.

-The blessing is omitted, replaced by the solemn prayer over the people from BOS.

*for major feasts in Lent:


-white vesture is used for St. Joseph and the Annunciation, red for St. Matthias.


-the Gloria is used on the Annunciation.


-the appropriate preface is used.


-eucharistic prayer B or D is typically used on the Annunciation.


-the blessing is used on the Annunciation.

Easter

-The Pascha Nostrum is used in Easter Week.

-The Gloria or the Pascha Nostrum is used thereafter.

-The Nicene Creed is said in Easter Week.

-The confession is omitted for the Great Fifty Days of Easter, without exception.

-Eucharistic prayer B or D is typically used.

-The seasonal blessing in BOS is used.

Liturgical Formularies and Rites

Worship in the Chapel of the Apostles is according to the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and its authorized supplements, such as the Book of Occasional Services and Enriching our Worship.  Hymnody is drawn from the Hymnal 1982 and its authorized supplements, such as Lift Every Voice and Sing II, Voices Found, and Wonder, Love, and Praise, as well as from other sources.  Hymnody from sources beyond the Hymnal and its authorized supplements is used with the permission of the ordinary or the sub-dean.

We use the texts of other liturgical traditions when the presider is of that tradition and unable to preside with the Book of Common Prayer.  To honor our ecumenical commitments, we occasionally use Methodist and ELCA rites for our primary service of worship: Once each year, the Methodist Book of Worship is used at the Wednesday eucharist, with a UMC minister presiding when possible.  Similarly, the current ELCA worship book is used for the Wednesday eucharist on an occasional basis.

The eucharist on alternate Tuesdays is in Spanish. One Wednesday eucharist each year, usually in the fall semester, is in Spanish.

The eucharist on Thursday nights, which is student-planned, uses the Order of Worship for Evening, the Order for the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist, and Enriching our Worship, in addition to the Rite II texts in the Book of Common Prayer.

The liturgy uses the texts of Enriching our Worship from time to time. 

The Chapel of the Apostles uses the Revised Common Lectionary as the Sunday lectionary.  We use the prayer book’s Daily Office Lectionary and the various eucharistic lectionaries contained in Holy Women Holy Men for lesser feasts and for ordinary weekdays.
Incense
Incense is used at all major celebrations of the community: Matriculation, Commencement, All Saints’ Day, the Great Vigil of Easter; the Wednesday eucharist at the start of the Easter term; the Wednesday eucharist in Holy Week.  Incense may be used at any Wednesday eucharist that falls on a principal feast or major holy day, as defined by the Book of Common Prayer (p. 15-17).  [In 2011-12, these are Holy Cross (Sept. 14), St. Matthew (Sept. 21), St. Andrew (Nov. 30), Confession of Peter (Jan. 18), Conversion of Paul (Jan. 25), Eve of the Presentation (Feb. 2), Wednesday in Easter Week (April 11), and St. Mark (April 25).]  Incense is used whenever the Order of Worship for Evening is used.  Incense may be used at any Thursday evening eucharist, at the discretion of the student planning group.

Incense may be used in a thurible or in a stationary brazier.  When a thurible is used, the thurifer precedes the crucifer in the processions.  The altar is censed during the Gloria.  The gospel book is censed before it is read.  The altar and elements are censed by the presider after the table is prepared at the offertory, and then the ministers and people are censed by the thurifer.  In all cases, the presider charges the thurible, except at the retiring procession.  When the stationary brazier is used, it is placed on a low table before the altar.  The celebrant adds incense to the charcoal at the Gloria (or hymn of praise).  The deacon adds incense on her or his way to the ambo to read the gospel.  The celebrant adds incense at the offertory, after the table is set and before the lavabo.

Liturgical Etiquette

In the Western tradition, only a bishop wears a pectoral cross in the liturgy (or while in clerical attire, for that matter).  Wearing a pectoral cross in the liturgy or in street clothes is akin to wearing a mitre.  “Pectoral cross” refers to any cross worn around the neck.  There is no exception for the “St. Luke’s Cross” distributed by the alumni association, which might be kept for one's ecclesiastical hope chest.
Black shoes (closed at the toe and heel) should be worn when serving in the liturgy.  (Children serving at the Thursday night eucharist have a dispensation from this rule, but please—no sneakers that light up or have wheels.)
One wears choir dress (cassock and surplice) for the office and an alb when one is serving at the altar for the eucharist.  Supernumerary clergy at large events, such as ordinations, celebrations of new ministry, etc., wear choir dress, as do those assisting with, but not ministers of, the eucharist.
The tippet or scarf, being a mark of clerical status, may be worn by any ordained person.  It is not worn by the laity.  In most parts of the Anglican communion, the tippet/scarf is worn only in the daily office, not at the eucharist.  The tippet/scarf is worn over an academic hood, not under it.
The cassock or alb should reach the top of the shoes.  The surplice should be nearly that long.  

One’s alb should look like everyone else’s.  Apparelled albs, albs with lace, and other variations defeat the purpose of the alb by making one’s alb distinctive.  They also undermine the noble simplicity of the liturgical garment.  Albs draw their name (tunica alba) from their proper color, which is white.  A “natural” or “oatmeal” colored alb is a contradiction in terms. (A good bit of patristic literature emphasized the whiteness of the garment, using it as a metaphor.)  If your own alb does not resemble those customarily used at the Chapel, please use one of the Chapel’s albs when serving in the liturgy.  
Apart from certain, limited ceremonial occasions at which academic regalia is worn, headgear is not worn by those who are not bishops.

One reverences the altar with a bow when entering and exiting the chapel in procession.  In the Western tradition, one reverences the altar, not the cross or crucifix.  At the Chapel of the Apostles, one does not reverence the altar when crossing from one side of the space to the other, only on entering and exiting the chapel itself.

Some presiders reverence the altar with a kiss on entering and exiting.  Deacons and assisting presbyters will want to be alert to this possibility, to avoid pedestrian collisions.

Some presiders (and more frequently, bishops) reverence the gospel book with a kiss after it has been read and before the sermon or homily.  Deacons should be alert to this possibility and should proffer the book, if asked.

Other Notes

-The sacristans facilitate worship by attending to the equipment, vesture, and supplies needed for each liturgy, as well as the basic upkeep of the chapel.  They also advise officiants/presiders on questions regarding customary use and can stand in, when needed, for absent lay participants.

-While this document makes normative statements about the customary use of the Chapel of the Apostles, the presider retains the discretion to modify them as may be necessary, within the strictures imposed by the rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer 1979 and under the authority of the dean as ordinary of the chapel.

Appendix 1:

Prayers for the School of Theology of the University of the South

Rite 1

Grant us, we beseech Thee, Almighty and most merciful God, fervently to desire, wisely to search out, and perfectly to fulfil, all that is well-pleasing unto Thee this day. Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart, which no unworthy affection may drag downwards; give us an unconquered heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, understanding to know Thee, diligence to seek Thee, wisdom to find Thee, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


—From St. Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-74).

***

Almighty God, who art the giver of all wisdom, enlighten our understanding with knowledge of right, and govern our wills by Thy laws, that no deceit may mislead us, nor temptation corrupt us; that we may always endeavor to do good, and to hinder evil. Amidst all the hopes and fears of this world, take not Thy Holy Spirit from us; but grant that our thoughts may be fixed on Thee, and that we may finally attain everlasting happiness, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.


—From Samuel Johnson (1709-84).

***

We humbly thank Thee, O Almighty God, for the blessings which Thou hast bestowed upon us in this school. Help us to use them in Thy service, and teach us to serve Thee not only in word and prayer, but in everything that we do; and this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Savior. Amen.


—Uppingham School.

Rite 2

Grant us, we beseech you, Almighty and most merciful God, fervently to desire, wisely to search out, and perfectly to fulfil, all that is well-pleasing to you this day. Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart, which no unworthy affection may drag downwards; give us an unconquered heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, understanding to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


—From St. Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-74).

***

Almighty God, you are the giver of all wisdom: enlighten our understanding with knowledge of right, and govern our wills by your laws, that no deceit may mislead us, nor temptation corrupt us; that we may always endeavor to do good, and to hinder evil. Amidst all the hopes and fears of this world, take not your Holy Spirit from us; but grant that our thoughts may be fixed on you, and that we may finally attain everlasting happiness, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.


—From Samuel Johnson (1709-84).

***

We humbly thank you, O Almighty God, for the blessings which you have bestowed upon us in this school. Help us to use them in your service, and teach us to serve you not only in word and prayer, but in everything that we do; and this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Savior. Amen.


—Uppingham School.

Appendix 2:

Worship Planning

for Wednesday and Thursday Eucharists

at the Chapel of the Apostles

Wednesday eucharists:

Wednesday eucharists are planned in monthly meetings.  The liturgics and music faculty chair the meeting.  Their work study students attend in order to take notes and execute the bulletins.  The faculty preachers and celebrants for the month being planned are encouraged to attend and participate fully in the decision-making.

Thursday eucharists:
Thursday eucharists are planned in hour-long meetings by a team of seniors.  Each team serves for a period of several weeks.  Each period has a designated theme (e.g., children’s eucharist for one unit, “Rite III” for another, “Wonder, Love and Praise” for yet another, etc.).

Rationale: The Thursday eucharist is intended to be an opportunity for students to take the lead in worship planning.  Assigned themes force them to think a bit more creatively than an ordinary, middle-of-the-road, Rite II eucharist does.  Seniors are best positioned to make use of a chance for a greater role in planning, as they have completed Liturgical Traditions and at least part of Pastoral Liturgics.

Appendix 3:

Seating Charts in the Chapel of the Apostles

Morning Prayer (with sermon)

Evening Prayer; Morning Prayer (without sermon)

Noonday Eucharists

Wednesday Eucharists
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